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unique personality?    Is his behavior consistent or entirely
random?
PHYSICAL    APPEARANCE
Anatole France thus describes the birth of Little Pie.rrv:
Meanwhile I set up such a yelling that they all thought 1 was going
to choke. I was as red as a tomato rind unanimously pronounced
an ugly little creature.1
A newborn baby does not look "mighty like a rose'* to
anyone but a poet or his parents. To unprejudiced eyes
he is a homely little creature, red and wrinkled. He has a
relatively enormous head ajnd abdomen, and relatively short
legs. The baby's brain is approximately seven times as heavy
as an adult's in proportion to the total weight of the body.
An adult of the same proportions would be a fit subject
for a freak show in a circus. The infant's eyes wander
independently of each other and often cross.
PHYSICAL   CHARACTERISTICS
The baby's pulse is rapid—130 to 150 heart beats per
minute as compared with sixty-eight to seventy-two beats
of the average adult.2 His respiration is also more rapid
than an adult's, being, on the average, thirty-five to forty-
five respirations a minute instead of sixteen to eighteen.
The heart rate and respiration of normal infants, however,
are characterized by extreme variability. Heart rate of in-
fants during the first three months varied from 100 to 188
per minute.8 One healthy newborn infant during sleep
may breathe sixteen times a minute while another may
have a rate of ninety-three per minute.4
i Anatole France, Little Pierre, p. 12.   New York: Dodd, Mead and Com-
pany, 1925.   Quoted by permission oC the publisher.
1   »J. P. C. Griffith and A. G. Mitchell, Diseases of Infants and Children
(third edition), p. 88.   Philadelphia: W. B, Saunders Company, 1933,
8 Unpublished data kindly supplied by Dr. Jean Dcming, Child Research
Council, University of Cplorado School of Medicine, 4200 East Ninth Ave,,
Denver, Colorado.
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